“The Marin County Outdoor School at Walker Creek Ranch
is dedicated to helping elementary school teachers meet
their educational goals through high quality instruction,
within a special learning environment that inspires and
motivates students to achieve an appreciation of the
natural world. Using the principles of thematic instruction,
the Outdoor School enhances a student’s critical thinking,
processing, and socialization skills.”

Science

The outdoor school curriculum is aligned with the Califor-
nia State Science Standards and includes study in basic
ecological principles, plant and animal identification, and
human relationships with the environment. The creek,
pond, organic garden, and rich riparian habitat provide a
diversity of ecosystems for hands-on exploration and field
study. The Outdoor School’s Museum and Miwok grinding
rock offer unique opportunities for lessons on cultural
history as well. Evening programs include campfires, skits,
night hikes, astronomy and barn dances.

Exploration of “community” is at the core of the student
experience at Walker Creek Ranch. In addition to
academics, the Outdoor School provides a §
unique learning environment
where students gain important
social skills, take responsibility and
gain independence. A challenge
course gives students an opportu-
nity to experiment with unusual
group problem solving situations
and cooperative team building
activities, The staff have a deep
commitment to creating a safe,
respectful and healthy environment
that embraces diversity. We welcome
people from all cultures, backgrounds
and orientations. We focus on and
explore qualities of community including
respect, trust, understanding and the
importance of teamwork for overcoming
challenges. Students gain a deeper under-
standing and awareness of how their
choices impact the world around them.

Connection

Ultimately staff strive to create a safe learning environment
that allows each student the opportunity to explore and
gain a deeper understanding of their connection to one
another and the natural world. Students have the chance to
connect to a deeper sense of self, to gain self confidence
and independence by taking on new challenges and
learning to trust one another outside of their normal
surroundings. We invite students to look at the ways they
are changing through this experience, to notice what they
are learning about themselves during the week, and how
they might incorporate what they have learned when they
return home.

The Program

The Marin County Outdoor School has been operating
since 1963, and moved to the Walker Creek Ranch
property in 1989. Participating schools enjoy a 4 or 5-Day
residential environmental education program tailored
toward 5th and 6th grade students. The school serves
both public and private school students from throughout
the greater San Francisco Bay Area and Northern Califor-
nia. The Outdoor School is dedicated to providing quality
educational experiences for teachers and students that

inspire appreciation and stewardship of the natural world.

Located outside of Petaluma in West Marin, the property
has over 20 miles of hiking trails on 1,741 acres and is
blessed with abundant wildlife and diverse habitat includ-
ing grassland, forest, and coastal chaparral. At Walker
Creek Ranch, the outdoor environment becomes the
classroom and the weather, land, natural communities,
water and sky become the tangible content for the
lessons. We take pride in providing hands-on, field based
activities that bring science to life for students.

Outdoor School Staff

All staff at Walker Creek are employees of the Marin
County Office of Education and are carefully screened,
background checked and certified in First Aid and CPR.
The school staff are professional educators whose top
priority is the safety and well being of each individual
student. They are dedicated positive individuals who
know how to make learning hands-on, fun and inclusive.
Each is truly gifted in their abilities to teach young people
about our connection to one another and the natural
world.

Cabin Leaders

Every school that attends is required to recruit and select
cabin leaders to provide overnight supervision in the
cabins,and support on trail. All cabin leaders receive a full
orientation and training upon their arrival. Cabin leaders
stay in the cabin with students and, along with the super-
vision of the teachers and naturalists, provide consistent
24 hour supervision for students.

Student Dormitory Cabins

Students stay in comfortable cabins
that are heated, carpeted and
furnished with sturdy bunk beds.
The student Bath House is situated
in the center of campus, and is
equipped with restrooms and
private shower stalls.Cabin groups
of 8-10 students are supervised by
cabin leaders provided by attend-
ing schools.

Food Service

Healthy well balanced meals are prepared by our
professional food service staff. Walker Creek Ranch has a
growing relationship with local food producers to provide
fresh organic ingredients. A large percentage of our
produce is provided by the local farmers market in
cooperation with Marin Organic and supplemented by the
harvest from our own organic garden. Every effort is made
to provide menu alternatives for students with special
dietary needs.

Organic Garden

The organic garden at Walker Creek Ranch not only
provides fresh delicious fruits, vegetables and herbs for
our food services program, but it also is an outdoor
laboratory, where students have the opportunity to get
their hands in the earth to help plant, compost and
harvest.

Optional Field Trips
Optional field trips to Point Reyes and Samuel P. Taylor
State Park are offered for schools who would like to
explore the beach, tide pools and redwood forest.
(Additional fees apply to cover transportation). Schools
choosing to stay on-site will participate in an all day hike
to Walker Peak. On a clear day the view from the peak
boasts views of Tomales Bay, St.
Helena, and the Pacific Ocean.

Teacher’s Lodge
and Infirmary

Classroom teachers attending
the schools sleep in the
Teacher’s Lodge, which is
a comfortable Semi-Private
Lodge situated in the middle
of campus. Rooms are
equipped with single beds

with bedding provided. The

Teacher's Lodge is also the

location of our student
infirmary.







